Cuu Dai Ta Paul Jacobs, ham truwong USS Kirk tung cuu
32,000 ti nan Viét, qua doi

Dec 9, 2020
Thién Lé&/Ngudi Viét

SOMERSET, California (NV) — Cuu Pai T4 Paul Jacobs, ham truéng chién ham USS Kirk 1087,
tung cuu 32,000 ngudi ti nan Viét Nam trén Bién bong khi cudc chién bong Duong chdm dut nam
1975, vira qua doi lac 6 gid 50 phat chiéu Thi Ba, 8 Thang Mudi Hai, tai nha con trai ong &
Somerset, California, theo gia dinh va dai dién cua Thuy Quan Luc Chién x4c nhan véi nhat bao
Nguoi Viét.

Cuu Dai Ta Paul Jacobs, ham truong chién ham USS Kirk.
(Hinh: mainemaritime.edu)

Vao Théang Tu, 1975, chién ham USS Kirk 1087 tham gia Chién Dich Gi6 Loc (Operation Frequent
Wind), gitp di tan 18 chiéc téuVC(‘)n lai cia Hai Quan VNCH, va dua 32,000 nguoi Viét Nam ti nan
dén hai phan cua Philippines, d€ sau d6 ho nhap cu vao Hoa Ky.

“Cha t61 12 mdt nguoi tuyét voi, 1a mot gido dan ngoan dao, lic nao ciing yéu quy Hai Quan, va
khong bao gio bo roi cong dong Viét Nam. Ong 1a mot ngudi cha tuyét voi, lac nio ciing khich 16
t6i va ludn thé hién tinh yéu 6ng danh cho t6i, ciing nhu cho gia dinh,” ong Tyler Jacobs, con trai ut
cua Ham Truong Jacobs, chia sé v&i nhat bao Nguoi Vigt.

“Nguyén vong cua cha toi 1a mubn dugc hoa tang, sau do rai tro cot ra ngoai bién & San Diego, gan
chién ham USS Midway. Chung toi vira roi nha ‘quan, va dang sap xép dé t6 chirc tang 18, ciing nhu
1& vinh danh 6ng, nhung chua c6 ngay gio cu thé. Cha t6i cling nhan goi dén cong dong Viét Nam la
ong ludn yéu thuong ho va danh tron tinh cam cta ong cho nhitng ngudi ong vot hdi nam 1975,
ong Tyler ndi thém.

Ong Joe Coca, dai dién cua Thuy Quan Lyc Chién Hoa Ky, cho biét cuu Pai T4 Jacobs qua doi ¢
tudi 84, dé lai bon nguoi con, gdm ba con trai 1a Skip, Mark, va Tyler Jacobs, va mot ngudi con gai
la Kathy Tibbets.

“T6i rat budn sau khi nghe tin do, nhung rat vinh hanh vi duoc gap g& va giip d6 gia dinh 6ng trong
chuyén mai tang. Ong 1a mot nguoi rat tot, va lac ndo cling duoc cong dong Viét Nam & khip Hoa
Ky quy mén vi di ctru sdng ho trong nhirng ngay Sai Gon that thu. Ham truong thu0’ng no6i ong rat
yéu quy cong dong Viét Nam va rat quy tim 1ong ctia ho ludén mudn vinh danh ong,” 6ng Coca noi.
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Ong Coca cho biét vao chiéu Thir Tw, 9 Thang Mudi Hai, ong dang lam viéc vdi gia dinh Jacobs tai
nha quan dé sap xép to chirc cac nghi 18, nhung (dang gap mot so tro ngai vi dich COVID-19. Ngoal
ra, ong va gia dinh Jacobs dang kéu goi cong dong dia phuong vinh danh vi cyu dai t4 nay dé cong
lao ctia 6ng khong bao gio bi lang quén.

Mot s6 ngudi gde Viét timg dugc chién ham USS Kirk ctru cach day 45 nam ciing chia sé cam
tudng sau khi nghe tin cyu Pai T4 Paul Jacobs qua doi.

Ba Lan Tran cho biét: “Téi rat budn sau khi nghe tin d6, vi 6ng 1a mot an nhan cua ngudi Vit ti nan
& Hoa Ky. Ong ctru 32,000 ngudi, khong ai chét va khong ai déi ca. Cong dong Viét Nam sé& khong
bao gio quén dugc cong lao nhan dao cta Hai Quan Hoa Ky luc do6. Toéi ting gap Ong tai nhiing
budi hoi ngd nguodi ti nan trén tau USS Kirk, va nguyén vong cta 6ng la gap lai nhirng nguoi ti nan.
T6i con nghe con trai ciia 6ng 4y noi lic nao ong ciing thuong yéu ngudi Viét Nam tj nan.”

Chién ham USS Kirk véi s6 hiéu 1087. (Hinh: US Navy)

Ba Lan k€ lai nhiéu ky niém véi vi thuyén truéng an nhan.

“T6i nhd luc d6 dang co bau, khong duoc khoe. Co hai phu nit nita cling nhu toi. Chung t6i dugc
Ham Trudng Jacobs uu tién cho & trong phong c6 day du tién nghi. Nguoi nha cia minh ciing duoc
& chung ludn,” ba Lan ké. “Khi tau dua chung t6i dén dao Guam, nhimng ngudi khic duoc xe buyt
chd vao cac trai, riéng ching to61 dugc cho th'fmg vao bénh vién Hai Quan ¢ do.”

“Ngély nao 6ng Jacobs ciing dén tham ching t6i, hoi sinh con chua, néu sinh nhd dit tén 1a Kirk
nh¢,” ba Lan ké tiép. “Sau do, tau phai di cong tac, vi thuyén truong hira sé tro lai thim ching toi.
Trong s6 nhitng ngudi dudi quyén cua vi thuyén trudng, cé ong Don Cox, phi cong tryc thang. May
bay cua 6ng bi truc trac, nén ong phai ¢ lai, va Ham Truong Jacobs can ddn 6ng phai chdm soc
chung t6i. Ngay nao ong Cox ciing dén, dua chiing toi xudng tau dé thé hit khong khi trong 1a

Ba Lan cho biét: “Ong phi cong c6 mot may anh Polaroid, chup xong c6 hinh lién. Mot hom, 6ng
kéu t61 dimg bén canh tryc thang, r0i 6ng chup hinh, viét dia chi va sé dién thoai nguoi ban gai ong
& California phia sau tdm hinh, dua t6i, va néi: ‘Néu c6 chua c6 chd nao dinh cu & My, c6 thé vé
California, lién lac ban gai to1, dé duge giap do.”

Sau d6 ba Lan sinh mot chau gai. Theo 101 ba ké, vi Kirk 1a tén con trai, nén ba dat tén con 1a Tran
Nguyén Kirk Giang Tién.

“Vi la tén con trai, nén to1 dé vao gitra, d€ khong bao gid quén con tau nay,” ba noi.
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Nguoi Viét Nam ti nan trén mot tau dwoc chién ham USS Kirk ho téng. (Hinh: npr.org)

Ba Sharon Nicholas, chu tich Hiép Hoi A Chau Thai Binh Duong, ciing 1a mdt ngudi timg duoc
chién ham USS Kirk vét, cho hay: “Téi ciing rt budn khi nghe tin 6ng mét vi minh va cong dong
Viét Nam rit mang on 6ng di ctru vot 32,000 ngudi. Nho ong ma cong dong minh méi c6 hang
triéu nguoi & khip Hoa Ky ngay hom nay. Téi hy vong dong hwong & San Diego va Orange County
c6 thé dén to long cam kich va vinh danh 6ng.”

Ba Sharon cho biét Hiép H6i A Chau Thai Binh Duong dang lam viéc v6i gia dinh Jacobs dé t6
chtrc 1& vinh danh cyu Pai T4 Paul Jacobs, nhung ciing chura biét ngdy gio ra sao vi COVID-19.

Trong thoi gian qua, mdi khi danh dau ngay cudc chién Viét Nam két thuc, nhidu nguoi Viét Nam
duoc chién ham USS Kirk ctru ndam xua, déu c6 t6 chic hoi ngo, khi thi & vung Washington, DC,
khi thi & Orange County, va khi thi & San Diego, va déu c6 moi vi cuu thuyén truéng vé tham du,
dé t6 10ng biét on ong. [d.d.]
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