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Kinh thwa quy nién truong

Kinh thua quy Dai Dién Cong Déng Viet Nam

Kinh thwa Ban T6 Chire (BTC)

Kinh thira quy Cyu Chién Binh (CCB) ciing toan thé quy vi thdn mén

Téi xin phép dwoc t xung la “t6i” trong vdi phit t6i day dé cing thuwa chuyén trong
mot khung canh tuy long trong nhung khong kém tinh huynh dé chi binh.

That la mot vinh dw cho gia dinh chiing t6i duoc dén dir dém hoi ngo (DHN) CCB hom
nay va téi ciing rat han hanh dwoc chia sé véi quy vi vai quan dzem va nhan dinh riéng
cua minh trén phwong dién la mot nguoi linh, con cua linh, ¥é ciia linh, anh cua linh,
va bay gio cting la cha cua mot nguoi linh.

Chan thanh cam on BTC da ¢ 16i giGi thiéu vé cd nhdn téi. Phdi néi rang t6i cam
thdy ¢6 mét phan hoi hé then vi di nhdn loi dé phdt biéu ma thiwong dwoc danh cho
khdch danh dw, boi vi doi véi tdi, trong dém nay c6 rat nhiéu bac ldo thanh, c6 rat
nhiéu vi anh hiing, va c6 khong biét bao nhiéu nguoi da khéng quan ngai dwong xd xa
x6i dé dén tham dy DHN t6i hém nay. That vdy, CCB la nhitng vi anh hung da chién
ddu cho mem tin chan chinh, phuc vu cho Iy tuong cua quoc gia, va hy sinh ca mot doi
ngueoi cho t6 quoc.

T6i roi Viét Nam liic d6 gan 16 tuéi nén cing da chiing kién dwoc nhiéu canh hao hing
va anh diing cua nguoi CCB — cuong quyet gian nan, va nhiéu nguoi cing da chiu
dung nhiéu dau thwong do hdu qud ciia chién tranh, ma cé thé néi rang, kha ning chiu
dung do ngoai sivcc twong twong cua chinh ban than toi.

Téi dwoc biét, CCB la nhitng nguoi co long quyét tam va sy diing cam, da chién déu
hang say cho t6 quoc va cho dan toc cho dén nhitng gidy phuit cudi cung — tay cam
sting tay bong con, tay cam sung lung cong me, ma van cam siing véi dong déi cho dén
khi khéng con cam dwoc nita.

T6i cing da duwoc chirng kién, CCB la nhitng nguoi c6 sirc chiu dung deo dai, kién tri,
co mot surc song that manh li¢t, de con phai diu dat gia dinh cua ho qua nhitng chang
dwong nguy hiém, chong gai, va day thu thdach sau bién co nam 1975.

T6i ciing rdt kinh phuc, CCB la nhitng nguoi cé sivc nhdn nai phi thuwong nham tao ra
moi diéu kién thudn loi va co héi tét cho con chdu ho truong thanh trén manh dat xa
la nhung dd‘y hita hen tir thué ban dau, nhw cha me ciia chung toi da tgo co hgi cho vo
chong t6i va ngay cd cho cdc con ciia chiing téi.

Ngay trong gidy phut nay, toi xin quy vi hdy cung toi tam ngung lai nhitng gi vira goi
nhé trong tri éc cia ching ta, dé cung chup lai nhitng hinh anh kiéu hiing trong qud
khir ciia nguweoi linh Viét Nam Céng Hod. Tam hinh dé chinh la mén qua cia t0i xin
trao tdng dén tdt ca quy vi CCB trong dém nay dé danh dau sw hy sinh cao ca ciia mot
ngueoi linh, nguoi anh, nguwoi chi, nguoi vo, nguoi chong, nguoi cha hay mét nguoi me.



T6i vira méi vé lai day 10i hém qua sau mot tuan Zé~ di cong tac o Viét Nam. Chuyén di
nay ciing nhw 18 lan di céng tac trude ddy, déu ton it nhat la mot ngay dwong mét moi
moi toi Viet Nam. Nhung riéng lan nay téi c6 mang theo mdt cdi vi tién nhé mau ndu,
trong d6 c6 nhitng tam hinh ciia nhitng nguéi ma téi chua bao gio' gdp, dé hoan lai
cho than nhan hodc gia dinh cua ho con o Viét Nam.

BG6i vi trong mét trdn cdn chién tai tinh Gia Dinh vao ngay 11 thang 2 nam 1968, mot
nguoi linh My da chinh tay anh glet chét ké dich cua minh la mot Cong quan, roi anh
ta da ldy di cdi vi tlen mau mdu nay dem vé Hoa Ky dé lam ky vat chién tru’o’ng Nhu’ng
mdi cho dén 2 tuan trude ddy, nguoi linh My ndy da nhdn dinh rang, cdi vi tién ma anh
cat giit bdy ldu nay, da kéo dai mét tham kich tinh than cho chinh anh trong sudt bao
nhiéu nam qua. Cudi ciing anh da nho téi dem tra ky vt nay vé lai cho Viét Nam.

Ngoi trén may bay, t0i tham nghi, chang Ié phdi can t6i 42 nam trong cudc doi dé
nguot cuu chién binh My nay cé thé xéa di nhitng hdn thii trong cudc chién, va dé cé
thé tim lai sw binh an cho chinh anh hay sao!

Téi nhdn thdy qud khir da dé lai nhiéu bai hoc, thanh cong ciing nhu that bai. Con
ngueoi khéng thé thay doi dwoc qud khit, nhung néu qud khir diege nhan dinh mot cdch
chinh xdc, thi chdc chdn con dwong dan dén twong lai sé dwoc ré rang va tot dep hon.

Ciing vi chuyén cdi vi tién nay lam téi goi nhé mét cau chuyén khdc da xay ra canh
day khéng lau. Téi khéng biét dau dudi cdu chuyén nday da xdy ra nhw thé nao trong
mot cira tiém o khu Eden, nhung lic do co mot nguoi dan ong viea buoc ra khoi tiem
thi éng ta néi ngay véi mét giong néi rat la buc tirc: “qua ddy ti nan ma cir doi hoi
dwoc nhw My, khéng biét cdi than phdn gi hét.”

Téi dd khéng dodn dwoc ngu ¥ ciia éng ta la nhuw thé ndo, nhung vi hic dé téi dang doi
Vo' toi ¢ bén via he va ciing vi hoi to mo, nén toi da manh dan buoc dén vai budc dé
trao doi vai cdu tam sie véi ong ta.

Kinh thwa qui vi, trong moi nguoi chung ta o day cting da co rdt nhiéu hoan canh khdc
nhau khi dén Hoa Ky. Thdt vdy, mét s6 nguoi trong chiing ta mét thoi da lam nguweoi ti
nan, nhung hom nay chung ta khong con la nhitng nguoi ti nan nira. Chung ta vuot
qua moi gian nan va nguy hiém dé di tim t do va da tim dwoc tw do trén dat nude than
yéu va day hy vong nay. Déi véi tdi, ching ta ciing khéng phai la nguoi Viét Nam hdi
ngoai hay la Viét kiéu, boi vi nhitng danh tir d6 cé mét tinh cach chinh tri, biéu hiéu
cho mot nguoi cong dan mang quo”'c tich Viet Nam dang tam tru, di hoc, hodc di lam o
nuwoc ngoai.

Chung ta o ddy la nhiing nguwoi My goc Viét (MGV) voi niém tw hao, vi it hay nhiéu,
trong moi nguwoi ching ta ciing da, dang, va sé tiép tuc déng gop cho sy phon thinh va
an ninh cua nwéc My minh.

Tir chién tranh ving Vinh cho dén chién truong bdo vé tw do hém nay & Iraq va
Afghanistan, dd khong mét lan vang béng hay thiéu sy déng gop véi nhiéu khd ning
khdc nhau cua nhitng nguoi linh MGV, va trong do co 12 nguoi linh MGV da anh diing
hy sinh tai Irag va Afghanistan.



Anh em thé hé ching t6i van tiép tuc budc trén con dieong hao hiing, anh diing, néi tiép
theo nhitng nét vang son trong hinh anh kiéu hung cua quy CCB da ghi lai, va thi hanh
bén phdn ciia nguoi cong dan xitng dang nhw moi nguoi cong dan My khdc ¢ day.
Kinh thira quy vi, khi chiing ta chdp nhdn dieng vdo trong vi tri ximg ddng la cong ddn
ciia nuede My, thi ching ta sé ¢é dwoc mot tiéeng néi ré rang hon, khéng nhitng hop
thitc hon, ma con gay dwoc nhiéu anh huéng thiét thuc hon, dé diu ddt cho thé hé sau
dwoc huong mot twong lai day hira hen.

Déi véi t6i, quy CCB luén luén la nhitng vi anh hiing!

Chdn thanh cam ta toan thé quy vi va xin kinh chdo.
it

Trung Td Tén That Tudn, Luc Qudn Hoa Ky, hién dang la Cé Vian Qudn Sw cho Nha
Péng A va Thai Binh Duwong ciia B6 Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky tai Thii B6 Hoa Thinh Pon.
Nhitng 1oi phdt biéu trén ddy la quan diém va nhdn dinh riéng ciia anh va khéng phdn
danh chinh sdach hodc vai tro chinh thirc ciia B¢ Ngoai Giao, B¢ Quoc Phong, hay chinh
phu Hoa Ky.
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LTC Ton has been serving as Military Advisor for the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific
Affairs, Department of State, since September 2009. In this capacity, he is responsible
for a wide range of political-military affairs including State-Defense interface, defense
policy issues, security cooperation, foreign military assistance, and license for export
of defense articles in support of the overarching U.S. foreign policy objectives.

LTC Ton was born in Vietnam and immigrated to the United States in 1977 under
political refugee status, commonly referred to as “boat person.” After graduating from
Southeastern Oklahoma State University, he pursued his dream of military service and
eventually enlisted in the Army as an Infantryman in 1986 and subsequently served
with the 1% Battalion 30" Infantry, 3" Infantry Division in Schweinfurt, Germany.



Following his commission as an Infantry officer in 1989, LTC Ton served in various
positions with 2" Battalion 187" Infantry, 101t Airborne Division (Air Assault)
including participation in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm as a Platoon
Leader. During his next assignment with 1% Battalion 5™ Cavalry, 1%t Cavalry Division
, he was responsible for the logistics of his battalion while deployed to Kuwait for
Operation Intrinsic Action in response to aggressive actions by Iraq and later
commanded C Company and Headquarters and Headquarters Company.

After earning the Foreign Area Officer qualification, LTC Ton served as the Country
Director for U.S. Pacific Command directing the effort to develop the military relations
and security cooperation with Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. He then became a Policy
Advisor to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW/Missing Personnel
Affairs leading the formulation of U.S. national policy for personnel recovery and
overseeing the Department of Defense’s active involvement in national civil search and
rescue and crisis response.

Prior to his current assignment, LTC Ton participated in Operation Enduring Freedom
serving as the U.S. Forces Afghanistan Liaison Officer to U.S. Embassy Islamabad and
Pakistan’s Army Headquarters synchronizing the combined effort along the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border.

Some of his awards and decorations included the Bronze Star Medal, Defense
Meritorious Service Medal with 2" Oak Leaf, Meritorious Service Medal, Department
of State Meritorious Honor Award, Ranger Tab, Parachute Badge, Air Assault Badge,
and Combat Infantryman Badge.

LTC Ton received a Master of Art in National Security Affairs from the Naval
Postgraduate School and is fluent in Vietnamese. He is also a graduate from the U.S.
Army Command and General Staff College. LTC Ton is married to his college
sweetheart, Thu-Ha, and they have Andrew, a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army, and
Stephanie, a junior at the University of Houston in Texas.



