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TS Phuong Nguyen, tdc gia cuon Becoming Refugee American - the Politics of Rescue in Little
Saigon, xuat ban nam 2017

Theo cha me dén My ti nan nim 1977, lic méi hai tudi, TS Phwong Nguyén it cé6 co hdi hoc
tiéng Viét va khong dwgc sinh hoat nhiéu véi cfng dong nguwdi Viét Iiic con nhé.

Thé ma sau khi tot nghiép cao hoc mén sur hoc tai dai hoc USC (University of Southern California),
ong da nghién ctru va viét vé cong dong nguoi My gde Viét tai Nam California.

Cong trinh nghién ciru 10 ndm ciia ong dugc tom gon trong cudn 'Becoming Refugee American -
the Politics of Rescue in Little Saigon', do University of Illinois Press xuat ban nam 2017.
'Becoming Refugee American' mo ta su giang co giita nd lyc hoa nhap vao giong chinh va ¥ mudn
gilr gin ban sac cua nguoi My goc Viét & Nam California, trong qua trinh hinh thanh mét cong dong
khé ddc thu va nang dong so vdi nhitng cdng dong khac & My.

Tac gia viét trong phan két cubn sach:

"Ngon ngir dit ra mbi de doa 1on nhat cho sy tiép ndi ciia van hoa. Rt it kinh nghiém vé nguoi ti
nan dugc ké lai bang tiéng Anh.

Céc bac cha me chong cong nguoi My goc Viét [trong cOng ddng] thuong noi voi con cai 1a khong

nén tin vao hau het nhing gi da duoc xuat ban vé Chién tranh Viét Nam nhung lai hiu nhu khong
lam gi dé cung cap cho thé hé sau nhiing tai lidu tiéng Anh dang tin cay."

Mot thé hé 'khong gioi tiéng Viét'
Tiép xtc voi BBC News Tiéng Viét, TS Phuong Nguyén chia s¢ cam nghi vé nhitng nguoi Viét néi
tieng me dé nhu ngon ngir thir hai:

"Nguoi Viét thude thé hé moi phai d6i dién vé6i nhitng thir thach, va lwa chon rat khac véi thé hé
trudec.



NGUON HINH 4NH, OTHERS ]
TS Phuong Nguyén (thwr 2, tur trai) trong mot budi sinh hoat tai Cornell University nam 2016, khi
dai su Viet Nam tgi LHQ dén tham truong

Mot thé hé 'khong gioi tiéng Viét'
Ti’ép xtc voi BBC News Tiéng Viét, TS Phuong Nguyén chia sé cam nghi vé nhirng ngudi Viét noi
tiéng me d¢ nhu ngdn ngilr thu hai:

"Nguoi Viét thudc thé hé moi phai d6i dién v6i nhitng thir thach, va lwa chon rat khac véi thé hé
trudc.

'Roi Viét Nam khi con tdm bé, hodc sinh ra & My, nhitng nguoi tré nay c6 quyén lya chon b lai vin
hoa Viét Nam, va hoan toan bién thanh ngudi ban xa. Piéu d6 ¢o loi hon cho ho vé mit xa hoi,
chinh tri, vi s€ gitip ho hoa nhép dé hon vao dong chinh, thay vi 6m léy va nhan manh van hoa Viét
Nam. Nhin manh su khac biét cia minh chic chan 1a diéu bat loi & nhitng x4 hoi san sang va c6 18
s€ ludn luén xem minh 1a 'nguoi ngoai.'

Thé nhung, cd géng vugt qua rao can ngon ngir, viéc ho chon don nhan va nhan manh di san Viét
Nam, va tim ra nhiing phuong cach méi dé xac dinh di san do, to1 nghi thuce sy da cho chiing ta thay
nang lugng va sy ty hao cua thé h¢ tré trong cach ho suy nghi va dinh nghia thé nao l1a nguoi Viét."
Vé rao can ngdn ngit, 6ng noi:

"Ngon ngir quan trong, nhung khong phai la rao can khong thé vuot qua duoc trong viéc tim hiéu vé
van hoa va c6i nguén. Nhiing nguoi tré nay c6 diém chung 13 ho cam thay gin b6 du voi cong dong

dé bo thi gid ra tim hiéu di san ciia minh va t6 chtrc nhing sinh hoat dé duy tri duy san d6, du ho chi
c6 thé noi dugce tieng Viét & muc trung binh.

Mai khi 16n 1én t6i méi c6 dip va c¢b ging hoc tleng Viét. Khi phong véan nhitng nguoi 6 My, nhiing
nguoi cung la nguoi Viét Nam, t61 hay noi tiéng Anh vi tiéng Viét khong troi chay lam, va nhiing
ngudi nay cho rang chic t6i lac 16ng véi van hoa cua minh, chic t6i khong an thic dn Viét Nam,
khong c6 ban nguoi Viét."

"Nhung déay la mét ngd nhén lon. Nguoi ta cho rang thanh thao ngon ngi 1a diéu kién tién quyét dé
ching ta giao tiép voi xa hoi chung quanh. Nhung didu d6 c6 1& khong quan trong bang viéc minh
c6 dat di san cua minh thanh mgt wu tién khong.

O nha t6i n6i chuyén véi vo bang tiéng Anh cho nhanh. Nhung hai chiing toi rat Viét Nam, an com
Vi¢t Nam, sinh hoat véi nguoi Vigt, co ban be nguoi Viét. Cha me to1 ndi1 chuyén véi con gai 3 tudi
cua toi bang tieng Viét, va chau noi bap be dugc vai chir tiéng Viét, nhu 'keo'...



NGUON HINH 4NH, TS PHUONG NGUYEN
TS Phuong Nguyén cung nhom hop ca Quintessence sau dém van hoa Cafe Sai Gon do Hoi Sinh
vién Nguoi Viét tai Pai hoc Cornell to chirc nam 2017

"Khéng noéi duoc tiéng Viét luu loat, nhung toi van ¢ nhiéu ban 13 ngudi Viét." Ong néi thém.

"Phai c6 ban bé ngudi Viét thi ching ta méi c6 thé chuyén tro va ri nhau tham gia vao nhiing sinh
hoat cong dong, mai thay minh cé cam gidc thudc vé, roi chon thé nao dé 1a ngudoi Viét [¢ MY] theo
cach ctia minh.

Vg t61 12 mot nguoi 1on 1€n véi nha tho, do 1a 16i vao cong déng cua cd éy. Ca hat, tham dy nhiing
sinh hoat van nghé ctia nha tho 1a chia khoa dé vo t61 hoc vé van hoa va hoc tieng Viét.

Nhing sinh hoat chung nay 1a yéu t6 giit gin va phat trién cong dong. Khi chung t6i con dang méi
la ban, vo t61 chinh 1a nguoi hét stc khuyén khich va sat canh ho trg to1 trong viéc nghién ctru va
viét cho xong cuodn séch.

Giir gin di san tinh than lubn ludn 13 mot thach thirc v6i mot cong dong di dan, nhung c6 vé thé hé
mdi cua nguoi Viét hai ngoai dang tim ra nhiing cach rat sang tao dé lam diéu do. Néu co6 diéu kién
viét mot cuon sach nira vé nguoi Viét hai ngoai, to1 chac chan s€ viét vé thé hé mdi nay."

Ong giai thich:

"Chiing ta dang sdng & mot dit nudc ma chuan muc 1a chii nghia ca nhan, noi hau hét moi nguoi
deéu ban ron va4i cong vige va trach nhiém riéng, khong c6 thi gio cho nhiing sinh hoat rat 'bao dong'
do.

Chung ta rat can nhitng con ngudi dic biét, biét hudng téi cong dong nay. Ho goi 1a nhitng 'nhén
vién xd hoi phi chinh thire'. Ho tao ra cac su kién chung, co s¢ ha tang, noi moi nguoi co thé tan
huong khong khi chung d6. Ho 1a nén tang kéo moi nguoi lai voi nhau, 1a chat keo gan két moi

nguoi, cho phép moi nguoi xac dinh mmh cung thudc vé mot cong dong, thay vi chi 1a mot nhom
nguoi roi rac dén tir cing mot ngudn goc."

Nhirng khuén mit 'nhay cam'

Nhitng khuén mat tiéu biéu ma TS Phuong Nguyén mé ta 13 's& giit gin van héa Viét Nam & hai
ngoai,' rat 'tha thiét véi di san Viét Nam va tich cuc trong nhiing sinh hoat cong dong', duong nhu bi
chinh quyén Viét Nam liét vao dang 'nhay cam'.



TS Phuong Nguyén tiét 16:

"Khi duoc mot to bao trong nudc yéu cau viét mot bai vé cong ddng ngudi Viét hai ngoai nhan dip
30/4 nam nay, t6i da viét vé nhirng nguoi Viét thudc thé hé madi nay.

T6i nghi bt ctr ngudi doc nao ¢ Viet Nam ciing t0 mo mudn biét 1am sao ma ngudi Viét & My hay
¢ nhiing nudc khac co thé gitr dugce di san cuia minh cho dén gid. Va khi viét vé nhitng nguoi Vit
tré, to1 cho rang minh c6 giup nguoi trong nudc hinh dung ra dugc di€u gi da xay ra cho cong dong
nguoi Vit hai ngoai trong vong 46 nam qua.

Nhung rét tiéc, toi duoc thong bao vao gior chét, 1a vi 1y do 'nhay cam', bai viét cua t6i khong duoc
dang."

TS Phuong Nguyén cho biét nhitng ngudi tré niy gdm 4 nguoi & My va 5 ngudi ¢ Canada.

Ong ta nhanh vé ho:

"TS Thuy Vo Dang, tac gia cubén 'Vietnamese in Orange County', hién lam viéc véi Trung tim Luu
trr Dong Nam A, tai dai hoc UCIL. Thuy Vo Dang la nguoi tré tudi Viét Nam dau tién to1 gap da
chiu kho bo thi gio ra dé nghién ctiru vé cong dong, vi su to mo va long yéu thuong."

"Alex Thai V0, Tién si sir hoc, hién dang lam viéc tai Honolulu, Hawaii. Alex Thai Vo tung vé Viét
Nam day str, va cong hién mot phan cudoc doi minh dé két noi véi Viét Nam, voi con nguodi Viét
Nam va van hoa Viét Nam du bat cir 6 noi nao."

NGUON HINH ANH, OTHERS
BS Thu Quach va TS Alex Thai Vo

"Baic si Thu Quach & Bic California, 1a ngudi 1am viéc khong ngimg nghi dé dam bao cac vién chirc
y t€ cong cong dép trng duogc nhu cau bao vé suc khde cua nguoil Viet lam nails va nhitng nguoi
chau A khac."

"TS Jennifer Tran, Giam déc diéu hanh Phong Thuong mai Viét My tai Oakland, California. Kha
ndng 1anh dao cta Jennifer trong viéc doan két cong dong doanh nghiép Viét tai Oakland rat dang
ca ngoi."

"Thai-Hoa Le, mot dién vién, hién song & Vacouver, Canada, thé hién hanh trinh ciia mot ngudi
sinh ra & nude ngoai nhung két ndi véi di san cua minh qua nghé thuét trinh dién."

"Jessica Ly, & Vancouver, Canada, tdn tuy v6i viéc dung nhac pop Viét Nam dé gitp gidi tré goc
Vi¢t hanh dién minh 1a nguoi Viét, va mang lai sy thoai mai va nhe nhom cho ngudi Viét tha huong
noi chung."



NGUON HINH ANH, OTHERS
TS Thuy Vo Dang va TS Jennifer Tran

"Paul Nguyen, mot nha bao, hién & Toronto, Canada, la nguoi ton vinh va lam ndi bat van héa gidi
tré tai thanh pho noi anh song."

NGUON HINH 4NH, OTHERS
Paul Nguyen, Jessica Ly va Thai-Hoa Le

"Mai-Nguyen Lim déng gop cho cong dong nguoi Viét tai Toronto bang cach tham gia vao ban t6
chure nhiing cong tac tur thién."

"Van Dang, mgt nha hoat dong, hién & Vancouver, Canada, dang lam mdt cong viéc c6 gia tri la
tiép can voi gidi tré Viét Nam ¢ moi thanh phan."

NGUON HINH ANH, MAI-NGUYEN LIM
Mai-Nguyen Lim va Van Dang



Van hoa VN ¢ My sé khac véi van hoa VN trong nuéce?

Pugc hoi 6ng rat tia duge diéu gi vé tuong lai cong dong va vin hoa cua ngudi Viét tai hai ngoai,
sau khi nghién ctru v€ nhiing nguoi tré nay, TS Phuong Nguyén nhan dinh:

"Hién tugng thuong thiy 1a thé hé thir nhit cia mot gidng dan nao d6 khi dén mot dat nude mai sé
tao ra cong dong dé nuong tya vao nhau va cung sinh hoat. Nhung nhiing thé hé sau s& hoa minh
vao dong chinh, va cong ddng d6 dan da bién mét.

Vi nhirg ngudi Au chau dén My dinh cu, diéu nay kha dung. Ho séng tan mat, c6 thé mdi nam c6
mot 1€ hdi nao d6 nhu Oktoberfest ciia nguoi Ptic, chang han, va chi thé thoi.

Véi nguoi Viét hai ngoai, véi su ga"m b6 v6i di san tinh than va tan tuy véi sinh hoat chung cua
nhiing nguoi tré to6i da gap, téi cho rang du c6 thé dan da s€ khong con nhiéu nguoi néi dugc tieng
Viét, nhung ho van s€ 1a nguoi Viét, van gilr gin van hoa Viét.

Cong dong ngudi Viét & My theo t6i s& ton tai va 16n manh, di ching ta c6 thé s& phai chap nhan 1a
dinh nghia thé nao 1a ngudi Viét ¢ hai ngoai sé khac véi dinh nghia thé nao 1a nguoi Viét ¢ trong
nudc.

No6i mdt cach khac, van hoa Viét Nam dang dugce gitr gin va dugce phat huy ¢ nude ngoai, dac biét 1a
o MJ.

N6 ¢6 thé khong phai 13 van hoa ma chung ta c6 & trong nude hay van hoa ma thé hé nguoi Viét ti
nan dau tién & My da co, nhung van héa Viét Nam chac chan dang hién hiru va dang dugc phat trién
¢ hai ngoai.

Vin hoa c6 18 khong phai 1a thir ma chiing ta mo ta 1a thuan tiy hay bi pha lodng, ma theo thoi gian
va tuy khong gian no6 c6 thé c6 nhitng dac tinh ca biét.

Vige chung ta c6 hai nén vin hoa vi hai hoan canh song, hai moi trudng song khac nhau khong cé gi
1a sai, mién 12 ngudi Viét ching ta van noi chuyén véi nhau va van giit duogc nhing di san chung."

TS Phwong Nguyén hién la Phé gido sw mén lich siv Hoa Ky tai Pai hoc CSU Monterey Bay.



